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ARTICLE 2:  DEFINITIONS 
 
 
 

Section 200 

Interpretation of Terms or Words 

For the purpose of these regulations Regulations, certain terms or words used herein shall be 
interpreted as follows: 

1. The word “person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, 
company, or corporation as well as an individual. 

2. The present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the plural, 
and the plural number includes the singular. 

3. The word “shall” is a mandatory requirement, the word “may” is a permissive 
requirement, and the word “should” is a preferred requirement. 

4. The words “used” or “occupied” include the words “intended, designed, or arranged to 
be used or occupied.” 

5. The word “lot” includes the words “platTED LOT” or “parcel.” 

 

Section 201 

Definitions 

ACCEPT, ACCEPTANCE: 

ACCEPTANCE MEANS CONSENTING TO RECEIVE SOMETHING. IN THE CASE OF THESE 
REGULATIONS, PUBLIC ENTITIES WILL CONSENT TO RECEIVE FOR PUBLIC USE AND BENEFIT 
SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENTS THAT MEET REGULATORY STANDARDS AND HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED BY THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES.  

 

ACCESSORY BUILDING: 

SEE BUILDING, ACCESSORY. 

 

AGRICULTURAL: 

THE SCIENCE OR PRACTICE OF FARMING, INCLUDING CULTIVATION OF THE SOIL FOR THE 
GROWING OF CROPS AND THE REARING OF ANIMALS TO PROVIDE FOOD, WOOL, AND OTHER 
PRODUCTS. 

 

Alley:  

See Thoroughfare, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/science#science__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/practice#practice__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/farming#farming__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/include#include__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/cultivation#cultivation__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/soil#soil__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/grow#grow__6
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/rear#rear-2__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/animal#animal__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/provide#provide__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/food#food__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/wool#wool__4
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/product#product__4


 

  Definitions 
 

2-2 

APPLICANT:  

THE OWNER OF LAND PROPOSED TO BE SUBDIVIDED OR HIS/HER REPRESENTATIVE WHO SHALL 
HAVE EXPRESS WRITTEN AUTHORITY TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE OWNER. CONSENT SHALL BE 
REQUIRED FROM THE LEGAL OWNER OF THE PREMISES. ALSO SEE DEVELOPER OR SUBDIVIDER. 

 

AS-BUILT DRAWINGS: 

DRAWINGS PREPARED BY THE DEVELOPER’S ENGINEER THAT ACCURATELY DEPICT THE 
LOCATION, SIZE, AND ELEVATION OF ON-SITE IMPROVEMENTS AS CONSTRUCTED SUCH AS BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, ALL STORM WATER STRUCTURES, SANITARY SEWER STUCTURES, WATERLINE 
AND GAS LINE  STRUCTURES SUCH AS VALVES AND HYDRANTS, SERVICE VALVES, SANITARY, 
STORM, AND WATER  CONNECTIONS IN LOTS.  

 

ASSOCIATION: 

AN ORGANIZATION, WHETHER OR NOT INCORPORATED, THAT OPERATES UNDER AND 
PURSUANT TO RECORDED COVENANTS OR DEED RESTRICTIONS THROUGH WHICH EACH 
OWNER OF A PORTION OF A SUBDIVISION, BE IT LOT, PARCEL, UNIT, OR ANY OTHER INTEREST, 
IS AUTOMATICALLY A MEMBER AS A CONDITION OF OWNERSHIP AND EACH MEMBER IS 
SUBJECT TO A CHARGE OR ASSESSMENT FOR A PRO-RATED SHARE OF EXPENSES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION WHICH MAY BECOME A LIEN AGAINST LOT, PARCEL, UNIT OR OTHER INTEREST 
OF THE MEMBER. ALSO SEE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION. 

 

BLOCK (Also see “PLATTED BLOCK”): 

A TRACT OF LAND BOUNDED BY STREETS, OR BY A COMBINATION OF STREETS AND PUBLIC 
PARKS, CEMETERIES, RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY, SHORELINES OF WATER BODIES OR 
BOUNDARY LINES OF POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. 

 

BLOCK FRONTAGE: 

PROPERTY ABUTTING ONE SIDE OF A STREET AND LYING BETWEEN THE TWO NEAREST 
INTERSECTING OR INTERCEPTING STREETS, OR BETWEEN THE NEAREST INTERSECTING OR 
INTERCEPTING STREET AND A RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY, WATERWAY OR OTHER DEFINITE 
BARRIER. 

 

Board:  

Board of County Commissioners of Portage County, Ohio. ALSO SEE COMMISSIONERS. 

 

BUFFER: 

A DESIGNATED AREA BETWEEN DIFFERENT LAND USES OR ADJACENT TO THE PERIMETER OF NATURAL 
FEATURES DESIGNED AND INTENDED TO PROVIDE SEPARATION DISTANCE AND PROTECTION.  BUFFERS 
ARE USUALLY LANDSCAPED AND/OR KEPT AS NATURAL OPEN SPACE, DEPENDING UPON THEIR 
PURPOSE. 
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Building: 

Any structure designed or intended for the support, enclosure, shelter, or protection of 
persons, animals, chattels or property. 

1. Building, Accessory Building:  A subordinate building detached from but located on the 
same lot as the principal building, the use of which is incidental and accessory to that of 
the main building or use. 

2. Building, Principal Building:  A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of 
the lot on which said building is situated. 

 

Building Line:  

See Setback Line. 

 

BUILDING SITE: 

SEE SECTION 310.1C OF THESE REGULATIONS. 

 

CASH EQUIVALENT PAYMENT: 

PAYMENT OF MONEY INTO AN EARMARKED FUND TO PROVIDE FOR 
ACQUISITION/DEVELOPMENT OF FACILITIES OFF SITE IN PLACE OF DEDICATING LAND OR 
PROVIDING SUCH FACILITIES ON SITE. ALSO SEE FEE IN LIEU OF. 

 

COMMERCIAL USE: 

SEE LAND USE, COMMERCIAL.  

 

Commission:  

Portage County Regional Planning Commission (Amended June 26, 1984) 

 

Commissioners:  

Board of County Commissioners of Portage County, Ohio 

 

COMMON DRIVEWAY: 

SEE DRIVEWAY. 

 

COMMON LAND:  

A PARCEL, OR PARCELS OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, THE USE 
AND ENJOYMENT OF WHICH ARE INTENDED TO BE SHARED BY THE OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS 
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OF THE INDIVIDUAL BUILDING UNITS IN A RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

 

COMMON OPEN SPACE:  

ANY LAND AREA, AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES, WITHIN A DEVELOPMENT THAT IS HELD IN 
COMMON OWNERSHIP THROUGH A HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION OR OTHER LEGAL ENTITY, AND IS SET ASIDE FOR THE ACTIVE OR PASSIVE 
ENJOYMENT OF OWNERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT. 

 

Comprehensive Development Plan: 

A plan, or any portion thereof, adopted by the Commission and/or the A legislative authority of 
the County of Portage, showing the general location and extent of present and proposed 
physical facilities including housing, industrial and commercial uses, major streets, parks, 
schools, and other community facilities.  This plan establishes the goals, objectives, and policies 
of the community. SEE PLAN, COMPREHENSIVE. 

 

CONDOMINIUM: 

THE LAND, TOGETHER WITH ALL BUILDINGS, IMPROVEMENTS, AND STRUCTURES THEREON, ALL 
EASEMENTS, RIGHTS AND APPURTENANCES BELONGING THERETO, AND ALL ARTICLES OF 
PERSONAL PROPERTY WHICH HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 5311 
OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE AND WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO SAID CHAPTER 5311.  

 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT: 

SEE EASEMENT, CONSERVATION. 

 

Conservation Subdivision: 

A development that groups houses or other structures on part of the property while 
maintaining a large amount of open space on the remaining land.   

 

Contractor: 

The contractor is the Developer or any person, firm, or corporation undertaking the 
construction of any or all phases of the work contained in these regulations Regulations. 

 

Contours LINE: 

Lines of equal elevation on maps, plats and engineering designs. A LINE ON A MAP JOINING 
POINTS OF EQUAL ELEVATION ABOVE A GIVEN LEVEL, USUALLY MEAN SEA LEVEL. 

 

Corner Lot: 
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See Lot Types. 

 

County: 

Portage County, Ohio 

 

County Highway Plan, COUNTY HIGHWAY MAP: 

A map showing existing and recommended major thoroughfares within Portage County, and 
that designates each thoroughfare as a freeway, arterial or collector street AN INTERSTATE, 
FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY, MUNICIPAL OR TOWNSHIP ROAD.  (See Appendix L) 

 

County Planning Commission:  

Portage County Regional Planning Commission (Amended June 26, 1984). 

 

Covenant: 

A written promise or pledge. A BINDING AGREEMENT. 

 

Cul-de-Sac: 

See Thoroughfare, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

Culvert: 

A transverse drain that channels under a bridge, street or driveway. A DRAIN OR PIPE THAT 
ALLOWS WATER TO FLOW UNDER A ROAD, RAILROAD, OR DRIVEWAY. 

 

DAM: 

ANY ARTIFICIAL BARRIER TOGETHER WITH ANY APPURTENANT WORKS, WHICH EITHER DOES 
OR MAY IMPOUND WATER. UP-GROUND RESERVOIRS AND LAGOONS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE 
DAMS. THE STORAGE VOLUME AND HEIGHT OF THE DAM SHALL DETERMINE WHETHER IT 
FALLS UNDER THE REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES.  

 

DATUM, GEODETIC DATUM: 

AN ABSTRACT COORDINATE SYSTEM WITH A REFERENCE SURFACE, SUCH AS SEA LEVEL, THAT 
PROVIDES KNOWN LOCATIONS TO BEGIN SURVEYS AND CREATE MAPS. 

1. HORIZONTAL DATUM: USED TO MEASURE POSITIONS (LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE) ON 
THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH. 

2. VERTICAL DATUM: USED TO MEASURE LAND ELEVATIONS AND WATER DEPTH. 

 

Dead-end Street: 
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See Thoroughfare, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

DEDICATED:  

IN REAL PROPERTY LAW, AN APPROPRIATION OF LAND TO SOME PUBLIC USE, MADE BY THE 
OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, AND ACCEPTED FOR SUCH USE BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC. 

 

Density:  

A unit of measurement; the number of dwelling units per acre of land. 

1. Gross Density: The number of dwelling units per acre of the total land to be developed. 

2. Net Density: The number of dwelling units per acre of land when the acreage involved 
includes only the land devoted to residential uses. 

 

Design Storm: 

A selected rainfall pattern of specified amount, intensity, duration, and frequency that is used 
as a basis for design OF STORMWATER FACILITIES. 

 

Detention Basin: 

Constructed for the purpose of temporary storage of stream flow or surface runoff for releasing 
the stored water at controlled rates. 

 

Developer:  

Any individual, subdivider Subdivider, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, corporation, 
trust, or any other legal entity commencing proceedings under these regulations Regulations to 
effect affect a subdivision of land hereunder for himself or for another. 

 

DEVELOPMENT: 

THE PHYSICAL EXTENSION AND/OR CONSTRUCTION OF URBAN LAND USES; HUMAN-CAUSED 
CHANGES TO IMPROVED OR UNIMPROVED LAND AND STRUCTURES.  DEVELOPMENT 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: CONSTRUCTION OR ALTERATION OF STRUCTURES, ROADS, UTILITIES, AND 
OTHER FACILITIES AND THE INSTALLATION OF HOME SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS. 

 

DRIVEWAY: 

A VEHICULAR TRAVEL WAY USED TO PROVIDE ACCESS FROM A STREET TO DWELLING UNITS OR 
COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES.  DRIVEWAYS ARE DESIGNED FOR LOW TRAVEL 
SPEEDS AND ARE OFTEN USED AS, OR ARE INTEGRAL WITH, PARKING AREAS FOR VEHICLES. 

DRIVEWAYS TYPES: 

1. AGRICULTURE DRIVEWAY: A DRIVEWAY PROVIDING ACCESS TO A FIELD OR FARM USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES. 
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2. COMMON DRIVEWAY: A DRIVEWAY WHICH PROVIDES ACCESS TO MORE THAN ONE 
LOT, EACH LOT HAVING AT LEAST THE MINIMUM REQUIRED FRONTAGE ON A PUBLIC 
OR PRIVATE ROADWAY AS REQUIRED BY LOCAL ZONING REQUIREMENTS. 

3. RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY:  A DRIVEWAY PROVIDING ACCESS TO A SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENCE, A DUPLEX, OR TO AN APARTMENT BUILDING CONTAINING NOT MORE 
THAN 4 RESIDENTIAL UNITS. 

4. COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAY:  A DRIVEWAY PROVIDING ACCESS TO AN OFFICE, BUSINESS, 
RETAIL OR INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING, OR RESIDENTIAL FACILITY HAVING FIVE OR MORE 
DWELLING UNITS.  THESE ESTABLISHMENTS ARE CUSTOMARILY SERVICED BY TRUCKS AS 
AN INCIDENTAL RATHER THAN A PRINCIPAL DRIVEWAY USE.  INDUSTRIAL PLANT 
DRIVEWAYS THAT PRIMARY SERVE ADMINISTRATIVE OR EMPLOYEE PARKING LOTS ARE 
CONSIDERED COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAYS. 

5. INDUSTRIAL DRIVEWAY:  A DRIVEWAY DIRECTLY SERVING SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF 
TRUCK MOVEMENTS TO AND FROM LOADING DOCKS OF AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITY, 
WAREHOUSE OR TRUCK TERMINAL.  A CENTRALIZED RETAIL DEVELOPMENT, SUCH AS 
COMMUNITY OR REGIONAL SHOPPING CENTER, MAY HAVE ONE OR MORE DRIVEWAYS, 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED AND LOCATED TO PROVIDE ACCESS FOR TRUCKS.  THESE ALSO 
ARE CLASSIFIED AS INDUSTRIAL DRIVEWAYS.  

 

Dwelling Unit: 

Space within a building, comprising COMPRISED OF living, dining, AND sleeping room or rooms, 
storage closets, as well as space and equipment for cooking, bathing, and toilet facilities, all 
used by only one (1) family and its household employees. 

A SINGLE UNIT PROVIDING COMPLETE INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITIES FOR ONE OR MORE 
PERSONS, INCLUDING PERMANENT PROVISIONS FOR LIVING, SLEEPING, EATING, COOKING AND 
SANITATION. 

 

Easement: 

Authorization by a property owner for the use by another, and for a specified purpose, of any 
designated part of his property. 

1. Access EASEMENT of Access: A legal right, granted by the owner of a strip of land to any 
person by which such person is afforded the right to use such strip for pedestrian and/or 
vehicular access to any subdivision, or part thereof.  Such legal right may be granted by 
the conveyance of an easement, an undivided fractional interest in fee, or any other 
form of conveyance which conveys such a right.  Such legal right may also be granted by 
a license. 

2. CONSERVATION EASEMENT: A LEGAL INTEREST IN LAND WHICH RESTRICTS DEVELOPMENT 
AND OTHER USES OF THE PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRESERVING THE RURAL, OPEN, 
NATURAL OR AGRICULTURAL QUALITIES OF THE PROPERTY. 
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Earth Diversion Dikes:  

A ridge of compacted soil constructed at the top or base of a sloping disturbed area. 

 

Easement of Access:  

A legal right granted by the owner of a strip of land to any person by which such person is 
afforded the right to use such strip for pedestrian and/or vehicular access to any subdivision, or 
part thereof.  Such legal right may be granted by the conveyance of an easement, an undivided 
fractional interest in fee, or any other form of conveyance which conveys such a right.  Such 
legal right may also be granted by a license. SEE EASEMENT, ACCESS. 

 

Engineer: 

Any person registered to practice professional engineering by the state board of registration as 
specified in Ohio Revised Code Section 4733.14 Ohio Revised Code. 

 

The Engineer:  

The Portage County Engineer or one of his duly authorized deputies or assistants. 

 

Erosion: 

The movement of soil particles, where not wanted, by water and wind. THE SCOURING AND 
WEARING DOWN OF THE EARTH’S SURFACE BY WATER AND WIND. 

 

ESCROW: 

A DEPOSIT OF CASH WITH THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OR AN ESCROW AGENT 
TO SECURE THE PROMISE TO PERFORM SOME ACT.  

 

EXCAVATE: 

TO REMOVE BY DIGGING OR SCOOPING OUT. 

 

Exceptional Replat: 

A map of the plan for the division of land within or involving a previously platted Subdivision 
where there is a sale or exchange of parcels between adjoining lot owners and no new building 
sites are created. (Ameded June 26, 1984) SEE REPLAT, EXCEPTIONAL. 

 

EXEMPTION:  

WITH REGARDS TO THE DIVISION OF LAND, AN EXEMPTION IS A DIVISION OF LAND NOT 
SUBJECT TO SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, WHICH REQUIRES ADMINISTRATIVE ENDORSEMENT 
OF THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF TO ENSURE IT MEETS THE DEFINITION OF 
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EXEMPT PER OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 711.001 BEFORE BEING PUT TO RECORD. (SEE 
SECTIONS 309 AND 310 OF THESE REGULATIONS.) 

 

EXTENSION OF TIME: 

A WRITTEN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AND AN 
APPLICANT WHO SUBMITS A SUBDIVISION FOR REVIEW, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN TIME 
CONSTRAINTS SPECIFIED IN THE OHIO REVISED CODE OR IN THESE REGULATIONS, THAT 
ALLOWS ADDITIONAL TIME FOR THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION OR ITS STAFF TO ACT 
ON THAT SUBDIVISION.  

 

FEE IN LIEU OF: 

SEE CASH EQUIVALENT PAYMENT. 

 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA or SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA: 

ALSO KNOWN AS “AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD.” THE LAND IN THE FLOODPLAIN SUBJECT 
TO A ONE PERCENT OR GREATER CHANCE OF FLOODING IN ANY GIVEN YEAR. SPECIAL FLOOD 
HAZARD AREAS ARE DESIGNATED BY THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(FEMA) AS ZONE A, AE, AH, AO, A1-30, AND A99 ON FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAPS (FIRM), 
FLOOD INSURANCE STUDIES, FLOOD BOUNDARY AND FLOODWAY MAPS AND FLOOD HAZARD 
BOUNDARY MAPS. SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS MAY ALSO REFER TO AREAS THAT ARE 
FLOOD PRONE AND DESIGNATED AS SUCH BY OTHER FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL SOURCES OF 
DATA INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO HISTORICAL FLOOD INFORMATION REFLECTING HIGH 
WATER MARKS, PREVIOUS FLOOD INUNDATION AREAS AND FLOOD PRONE SOILS ASSOCIATED 
WITH A WATERCOURSE. 

 

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM): 

AN OFFICIAL MAP ON WHICH THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) OR 
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT HAS DELINEATED THE AREAS OF 
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD. 

 

Flood Plain: 

Riparian area along a river, stream or lake. Characterized by seasonal flooding or wetness and 
hydrophytic vegetation.  SEE FLOOD HAZARD AREA. 

 

FLOODWAY:  

THE CHANNEL OF A RIVER OR OTHER WATERCOURSE AND THE ADJACENT LAND AREAS THAT 
HAVE BEEN RESERVED IN ORDER TO PASS THE BASE FLOOD DISCHARGE. A FLOODWAY IS 
TYPICALLY DETERMINED THROUGH A HYDRAULIC AND HYDROLOGIC ENGINEERING ANALYSIS. 
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FRONTAGE:  

SEE LOT, FRONTAGE. 

 

GRADING:  

CHANGING THE GROUND LEVEL TO A SMOOTH HORIZONTAL OR GENTLY SLOPING SURFACE. 

 

HAUL ROAD: 

A CRUDE, TEMPORARY ROAD BUILT TO FACILITATE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE, EQUIPMENT 
AND/OR MATERIALS ALONG THE ROUTE OF A JOB. 

 

HIGHWAY, LIMITED ACCESS: 

A FREEWAY, EXPRESSWAY OR MAJOR ARTERIAL PROVIDING A TRAFFIC WAY FOR THROUGH 
TRAFFIC, IN RESPECT TO WHICH OWNERS OR OCCUPANTS OF ABUTTING PROPERTY OR LANDS 
HAVE NO LEGAL RIGHT TO ACCESS TO OR FROM THE SAME, EXCEPT AT SUCH POINTS AND IN 
SUCH MANNER AS MAY BE DETERMINED BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION OF 
THE TRAFFIC WAY. 

 

Highway Plan:  

See County Highway Plan, THOROUGHFARE OR STREET. 

 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION: 

AN ORGANIZATION OPERATING UNDER A RECORDED LAND AGREEMENT THROUGH WHICH 
EACH LOT OWNER IN A SUBDIVISION OR DEVELOPMENT IS A MEMBER AND/OR EACH LOT IS 
SUBJECT TO CHARGES FOR A PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THE EXPENSES FOR THE 
ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS MAINTENANCE OF COMMON LAND AND/OR PRIVATE 
ROADS. ALSO SEE ASSOCIATION. 

 

HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM OR HOME SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM: 

DEVICES AND/OR COMPONENTS FOR TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL THAT RECEIVE SEWAGE 
FROM A SINGLE-FAMILY, TWO-FAMILY, OR THREE FAMILY DWELLING OR AS SPECIFIED IN THE 
OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (OAC) 3701-29-01. ALSO SEE SEWERS, ONSITE. 

 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN: 

SEE PLAN, IMPROVEMENT. 

 

Improvements:  
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Street pavement or resurfacing, grading, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, water lines, sewer lines, 
storm drains, street lights, flood control and drainage facilities, utility lines, landscaping, and 
other related matters normally associated with the development of raw land into building sites. 

 

INDUSTRIAL USE: 

SEE LAND USE, INDUSTRIAL. 

 

Inspector: 

The inspector is the AN authorized representative of the County Engineer, County Water 
Resources  Sanitary Engineer or Soil and Water Conservation District assigned to make a 
detailed inspection of any or all portions of the work or materials thereof. 

 

LAND USE: 

1. COMMERCIAL: AN ACTIVITY RELATED TO DOING BUSINESS OR FOR BUSINESS 
PURPOSES. 

2. INDUSTRIAL: THE PRODUCTION OF GOODS, ESPECIALLY THOSE MADE IN FACTORIES.  

a. HEAVY INDUSTRIAL: THE PART OF INDUSTRY THAT INVOLVES THE PRODUCTION OF 
STEEL, COAL, OR LARGE GOODS SUCH AS AIRCRAFT.  

b. LIGHT INDUSTRIAL: THE PART OF INDUSTRY THAT INVOLVES THE PRODUCTION OF 
SMALL GOODS, FOR EXAMPLE ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT. 

3. MIXED USE: LAND, BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE A DIVERSITY 
OF COMPATIBLE USES, TYPICALLY A MIXTURE OF RESIDENTIAL, OFFICE, RETAIL AND 
RECREATION, BUT NOT INDUSTRIAL USES. 

4. RESIDENTIAL: RESTRICTED TO OR OCCUPIED BY PLACES WHERE PEOPLE LIVE INSTEAD 
OF STORES OR BUSINESSES. 

 

Location Map:   

See Vicinity Map. 

 

Lot: 

For purposes of these regulations, a lot is a parcel of land of sufficient size to meet minimum 
zoning requirements for use, coverage and area, and to provide such yards and other open 
spaces as are herein required.  Such lot shall have frontage on an improved public street, or on 
an approved private street. 

A PARCEL OF LAND OF SUFFICIENT SIZE TO MEET MINIMUM HEALTH AND ZONING 
REQUIREMENTS FOR USE, COVERAGE AND AREA AND TO PROVIDE SUCH YARDS AND OTHER 
OPEN SPACES AS ARE REQUIRED HEREIN OR IN OTHER APPLICABLE REGULATIONS. LOTS SHALL 
HAVE FRONTAGE ON AN IMPROVED PUBLIC STREET OR ON AN APPROVED PRIVATE STREET. 
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Lot Frontage: 

The front of a lot shall be construed to be the portion nearest the street.  For the purpose of 
determining yard requirements on corner lots and through lots, all sides of a lot adjacent to 
streets shall be considered frontage and yards shall be provided as indicated under ‘Yards’ in 
this section. SEE LOT MEASUREMENTS, FRONTAGE. 

 

LOT LINE: 

SEE YARD. 

 

Lot, Minimum Area of: 

The area of lot computed exclusive of any portion of the right-of-way of any public or private 
street. 

 

Lot Measurements: 

FOR PURPOSES OF THESE REGULATIONS, LOTS SHALL BE MEASURED AS FOLLOWS. HOWEVER, 
DEFINITIONS HEREIN SHALL NOT OVER-RIDE APPLICABLE REGULATIONS REGARDING LOT 
MEASUREMENTS IN TOWNSHIP ZONING RESOLUTIONS. 

A lot shall be measured as follows: 

1. LOT AREA: THE AREA OF A LOT SHALL BE COMPUTED ACCORDING TO THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY. 

2. MINIMUM LOT AREA: THE MINIMUM AREA OF A LOT SHALL BE MEASURED EXCLUSIVE 
OF ANY PORTION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF ANY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE STREET UNLESS 
OTHERWISE INDICATED IN APPLICABLE REGULATIONS. 

3. LOT DEPTH: The depth of a lot shall be considered to be MEASURED AS the AVERAGE 
distance between the mid-points of straight lines connecting the foremost points of the 
side lot lines in front and the rearmost points of the side FRONT AND REAR lot lines in 
the rear. 

4. LOT FRONTAGE: THE HORIZONTAL DISTANCE MEASURED BETWEEN THE SIDE LOT LINES 
AT THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY AND CORRESPONDING TO THE CURVE OF THE RIGHT-OF-
WAY. The front of a lot shall be construed to be the portion nearest the street. For the 
purpose of determining yard requirements on corner lots and through lots, all sides of a 
lot adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage., and yards shall be provided as 

indicated under Yards in this section.  

5. LOT WIDTH: THE width of a lot shall be considered to be MEASURED AS the distance 
between straight lines connecting front and rear lot lines at each side of the lot, 
measured BETWEEN THE SIDE LOT LINES, MEASURED PARALLEL TO THE ROAD RIGHT-
OF-WAY at the building setback line UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 

 

Lot of Record: 
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A lot which is part of a subdivision Subdivision recorded in the office of the County Recorder, or 
a lot or parcel described by metes and bounds, the description of which has been so recorded. 

 

Lot Types: 

Terminology used in these regulations with reference to corner lots, interior lots and through 
lots is as follows:  (See Illustration No. FIGURE 1) 

1. CORNER LOT: A corner lot is defined as a lot located at the intersection of two or more 
streets.  . 

2. FLAG LOT: A LOT WHOSE ONLY FRONTAGE ON A PUBLIC STREET IS A NARROW STRIP OF 
LAND GENERALLY WIDE ENOUGH TO ACCOMMODATE A DRIVEWAY, BUT TOO NARROW 
TO ACCOMMODATE ANY STRUCTURE. ANY IMPROVEMENT OF THE LOT IS DONE 
TOWARDS THE REAR OF THE LOT WHERE IT WIDENS OUT. A lot abutting on a curved 
street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if straight lines drawn from the 
foremost points of the side lot lines to the foremost point of the lot meet at an interior 
angle of less than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees 

3. INTERIOR LOT: An interior lot is a A lot other than a corner lot with only one frontage on 
ONLY ONE a street. 

4. LANDLOCKED LOT: A LOT THAT DOES NOT HAVE FRONTAGE ON A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE 
STREET. 

5. OUT LOT: Sometimes referred to as a PLATTED BLOCK. A tract of land:   1) whose boundary 
and legal description are defined by a subdivision plat, 2) which has not been further 
subdivided into sublots, and 3) that may become a future phase of the subdivision.  Also 
see “OUT LOT” under “LOT TYPES.” Property shown on a subdivision plat outside of the 
boundaries of the land which is to be developed and which is to be excluded from the 
development of the subdivision. 

6. REVERSE FRONTAGE LOT: A reversed frontage lot is a lot on which frontage is at right 
angles to the general pattern in the area.  A reversed frontage lot may also be a corner 
lot. 

7. THROUGH LOT: A through lot is a lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than 
one street.  Through lots abutting two streets may be referred to as double frontage 
lots. 
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Figure 1: Types of Lots 

 

MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE: 

AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN DEVELOPER AND THE COUNTY, FINANCIALLY BACKED BY THE 
DEVELOPER, GUARANTEEING THE MAINTENANCE OF PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR A PERIOD 
DEFINED BY THESE REGULATIONS OR THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY.   

 

MAJOR SUBDIVISION: 

SEE SUBDIVISION TYPES. 

 

MINOR SUBDIVISION: 

SEE SUBDIVISION TYPES. 

 

MIXED USE: 

SEE LAND USE. 

 

Monument: 

Permanent concrete or iron marker used to establish definitely all lines of the plat of a 
Subdivision, including all lot corners, boundary line corners, and points of change in street 
alignment. A SURVEYING REFERENCE POINT MARKED BY A PERMANENTLY FIXED MARKER USED 
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TO DEFINITIVELY ESTABLISH ALL LINES OF THE PLAT OF A SUBDIVISION, INCLUDING ALL LOT 
CORNERS, BOUNDARY LINE CORNERS, AND POINTS OF CHANGE IN STREET ALIGNMENT. 

 

Mulching: 

Application of plant residue or other suitable materials to the soil surface TO REDUCE 
EVAPORATION AND SOIL EROSION. 

 

Natural Depression: 

In the landscape, any depression LOW AREA created by natural occurrence such as glaciation. 

 

NATURAL RESOURCE:  

EXISTING NATURAL ELEMENTS RELATED TO LAND, WATER, AIR, PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SOILS, GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY, SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE 
WATERS, WETLANDS, VEGETATION AND ANIMAL HABITATS, THAT ARE RECOGNIZED AS ASSETS. 

 

OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (OAC):  

THE OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CONTAINS ALL RULES ADOPTED BY THE AGENCIES OF THE 
STATE OF OHIO. THESE RULES WERE ADOPTED TO CARRY OUT POLICIES AND INTENT OF LAWS 
PASSED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

 

OHIO REVISED CODE (ORC): 

THE OHIO REVISED CODE CONTAINS ALL ACTS PASSED BY THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND 
SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR.  

 

Open Space: 

An area open to the sky which may OR MAY NOT be on the same lot with a building. The area 
may include, along with the natural environmental features, swimming pools, tennis courts, or 
any other recreational facilities that the Planning Commission OR TOWNSHIP ZONING 
REGULATIONS deems permissive APPROPRIATE.  Streets, structures for habitation, and the like 
shall not be included CONSIDERED AS OPEN SPACE. 

 

Original Tract: 

A parcel as shown on the Portage County Tax Map Records in 1959. FOR PURPOSES OF THESE 
REGULATIONS, AN ORIGINAL TRACT WILL BE DEFINED BY OWNERSHIP OF THAT PARCEL OF 
LAND. A NEW OWNER OF A PARCEL OF LAND CREATES A NEW “ORIGINAL TRACT.”  

 

Out Lot: 
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Property shown on a subdivision plat outside of the boundaries of the land which is to be 
developed and which is to be excluded from the development of the subdivision. SEE LOT 
TYPES. 

 

Pad: 

A building site prepared by artificial means, including, but not limited to, grading, excavation, or 
filling or any combination thereof. 

 

PARCEL: 

AN AREA OF LAND DESCRIBED BY A CURRENT DEED, TYPICALLY REFERRING TO AREAS OF LAND 
WITH METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTIONS RATHER THAN LOTS IN PLATTED SUBDIVISIONS. 

 

Parking Space, Off Street: 

For the purpose of these regulations, an off-street parking space shall consistS of an area 
adequate for parking an automobile with room for opening doors on both sides, together with 
properly related access to a public street or alley and maneuvering room, but shall be AND 
located totally outside of any street or alley right-of-way. 

  

Performance Bond GUARANTEE or Surety Bond: 

An agreement A FINANCIALLY BACKED SECURITY PROVIDED by a Subdivider or Developer with 
AND ACCEPTED BY the County for the amount of the estimated construction cost guaranteeing 
the completion of physical improvments Improvements according to plans and specifications 
within the time prescribed by the Subdivider’s DEVELOPER’S agreement. Refund of the 
performance guarantee may be tied to the Subdivider’s compliance with requirement to 
transfer ownership of Open Space parcels to the HOA. 

 

Permanent Seeding: 

The establishment of perennial vegetative cover on disturbed areas by planting seed. SEE 
SEEDING, PERMANENT. 

 

PHASE, Phasing: 

Disturbing only The area of development that will be developed immediately INDIVIDUALLY 
CONSTRUCTED IN DISTINGUISHABLE AND LOGICAL SECTIONS. 

 

PLAN: 

1. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN, COMPREHENSIVE 
LAND USE PLAN: A plan, or any portion thereof, adopted by the Commission and/or A 
legislative authority, showing the general location and extent of present and proposed 
physical facilities including housing, industrial and commercial uses, major streets, 
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parks, schools, and other community facilities.  This plan establishes the goals, 
objectives, and policies of the community. 

2. THOROUGHFARE PLAN, STREET PLAN: AN ADOPTED PLAN FOR VEHICULAR CIRCULATION 
SHOWING existing and PROPOSED thoroughfares AND SECONDARY STREETS  

3. IMPROVEMENT PLAN: DRAWINGS SHOWING THE SPECIFIC LOCATION AND DESIGN OF 
IMPROVEMENTS, SUCH AS ROADS, CULVERTS, OR SEWER AND WATER LINES, TO BE 
INSTALLED IN A SUBDIVISION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THESE 
REGULATIONS. 

4. MASTER PLAN: A PLAN FOCUSED ON ONE OR MORE SITES THAT IS INTENDED TO GUIDE 
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS OR IN SEVERAL PHASES. 

5. PRELIMINARY PLAN: A MAP OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION PREPARED BY A REGISTERED 
SURVEYOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE REGULATIONS THAT INCLUDES EXPLANATORY 
EXHIBITS AND TEXT AND IS SUBMITTED TO THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 
ITS REVIEW AND COMMENTS.  THE PRELIMINARY PLAN, IF APPROVED OR 
CONDITIONALLY APPROVED BY THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION, SHALL 
PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR PROCEEDING WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE FINAL PLAT OF A 
PROPOSED SUBDIVISION. 

 

PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (PRD): 

SEE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT. 

 

Planned Unit Development (PUD): 

An area of land in which a variety of housing types and/or related OPEN SPACES AND/OR 
commercial and industrial facilities are accommodated in a pre-planned environment under 
more flexible DESIGN standards, such as lot sizes and setbacks, than those restrictions that 
would normally apply under these regulations.  The procedure for approval of such 
development contains requirements in addition to those of the standard subdivision, such as 
building design principles and landscaping plans. ALSO KNOWN AS PLANNED RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENTS (PRD) WHERE ONLY RESIDENTIAL USES ARE PLANNED. 

 

Planning Commission: 

Portage County Regional Planning Commission (Amended June 26, 1984) 

 

Plat, FINAL PLAT: 

The map, drawing, or chart on which the Developer’s plan of Subdivision is presented to the 
County Planning Commission for approval and after such approval, to the County Recorder for 
recording. 

THE FINAL MAP OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION, PREPARED BY A REGISTERED SURVEYOR, 
INDICATING SPECIFIC FEATURES OF THE DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE 
EXACT LOCATIONS OF LOT LINES, RIGHT-OF-WAYS, EASEMENTS AND DEDICATED AREAS.  THE 
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FINAL PLAT IS REVIEWED BY THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AND, IF APPROVED, IS 
RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 
REGULATIONS AND CHAPTER 711 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE. 

 

PLATTED BLOCK: a tract of land:   1) whose boundary and legal description are defined by a 
subdivision plat, 2) which has not been further subdivided into sublots, and 3) that may become 
a future phase of the subdivision.  Also see “OUT LOT” under “LOT TYPES.” 

 

PRELIMINARY PLAN: 

SEE PLAN, PRELIMINARY. 

 

PRINCIPAL BUILDING: 

SEE BUILDING, PRINCIPAL.  

 

PRIVATE STREET:   

SEE THOROUGHFARE, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

Public Way: 

An alley, avenue, boulevard, bridge, channel, ditch, easement, expressway, freeway, highway, 
land, parkway, right-of-way, road, sidewalk, street, subway, tunnel, viaduct, walk, or other ways 
in TO which the general public or a public entity have HAS a right or which are IS dedicated, 
whether improved or not. ALSO SEE THOROUGHFARE, STREET OR ROAD, PUBLIC. 

 

RECREATION: 

1. ACTIVE RECREATION: RECREATION THAT REQUIRES PHYSICAL ALTERATION TO THE AREA 
IN WHICH IT IS PERFORMED. THIS TYPE OF RECREATION MAY INVOLVE HIGH VEHICLE 
TRIP GENERATION OR THE POTENTIAL FOR GREATER NUISANCE TO ADJACENT 
PROPERTIES DUE TO NOISE, LIGHT, GLARE, OR ODOR.   SUCH AREAS ARE INTENSIVELY 
USED AND INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO PLAYGROUNDS, TENNIS OR OTHER 
COURT GAMES, BASEBALL OR OTHER FIELD SPORTS, GOLF COURSES OR SWIMMING 
POOLS. 

2. PASSIVE RECREATION: RECREATION THAT INVOLVES LITTLE ALTERATION OR 
DISRUPTION TO THE AREA WHERE IT IS PERFORMED.  THIS TYPE OF RECREATION 
USUALLY INVOLVES LOW VEHICLE TRIP GENERATION AND HAS A LOW POTENTIAL FOR 
NUISANCE TO ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS.  EXAMPLES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT 
LIMITED TO: SITTING AREAS, WALKING, JOGGING, OR HIKING PATHS OR TRAILS, 
HORSEBACK RIDING AND BICYCLE PATHS OR TRAILS, OR PICNICKING AREAS. 
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Replat: 

A map of the developer’s Developer’s plan for changing the lots, streets and alleys of a 
previously platted subdivision. (Amended June 26, 1984) Subdivision.  (OHIO REVISED CODE 
SECTION 711.24) 

1. Exceptional Replat: 

A map of the plan FOR CHANGING THE LOTS within or involving a previously platted 
Subdivision where there is a sale or exchange of LAND between adjoining lot owners 
and no new building sites are created. 

 

RESIDENTIAL USE: 

SEE LAND USE, RESIDENTIAL. 

 

Retention Pond or Basin: 

A natural or artificial basin that functions similar to a detention structure except that it 
maintains a permanent water supply. 

 

RIPARIAN: 

VEGETATED LANDS ADJACENT TO WATER BODIES AND STREAMS THAT LESSEN THE IMPACTS OF 
FLOODING AND EROSION AND WHICH OFTEN PROVIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT. 

 

Right-of-Way: 

A strip of land taken or dedicated for use as a public way.  In addition to the roadway, it 
normally incorporates the curbs, lawn strips, sidewalks, lighting, and drainage facilities, and 
may include special features (required by the topography or treatment) such as grade 
separation, landscaped areas, viaducts and bridges. 

 

Rip-Rap:  

A permanent erosion resistant groundcover of large, loose, angular stone with filter fabric or 
compacted granular underlining. 

 

Road:  

See Thoroughfare, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

Rock or Check Dams: 

Small, temporary stone dams constructed across a swale or drainage ditch. SEE DAMS. 

 

RUN-OFF: 



 

  Definitions 
 

2-20 

RAINFALL, SNOWMELT OR IRRIGATION WATER THAT HAS NOT EVAPORATED OR INFILTRATED 
INTO THE SOIL, BUT FLOWS OVER THE GROUND SURFACE. ALSO SEE STORM WATER. 

 

SANITARY SEWERS OR CENTRAL or Group SEWERS: 

An approved sewage disposal system which provides a collection network and disposal system 
and central sewage treatment facility for a single development, community or region. 

 

Scour:  

Water erosion of the bottom of waterways, ditches, streams, or rivers. 

 

Sediment: 

Matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid. With regards to land use, it typically refers to 
eroded materials that are swept away due to rain or snow melt. 

 

Sediment Basin: 

A temporary barrier or dam with a controlled stormwater release structure formed by 
constructing an embankment or compacted soil across the drainage way. POND BUILT ON A 
CONSTRUCTION SITE TO CAPTURE ERODED OR DISTURBED SOIL THAT IS WASHED OFF DURING 
RAIN STORMS, PROTECTING THE WATER QUALITY OF A NEARBY STREAM, RIVER, LAKE, OR BAY. 
THE SEDIMENT-LADEN SOIL SETTLES IN THE POND BEFORE THE RUNOFF IS DISCHARGED. 

 

SEEDING: 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VEGETATIVE COVER ON DISTURBED AREAS BY PLANTING SEED. 

1. Permanent Seeding: The establishment of perennial vegetative cover. 

2. Temporary Seeding:  The establishment of temporary vegetative cover on disturbed 
areas by seeding with appropriate, rapidly growing annual plants. 
 

SETBACK:  

THE REQUIRED DISTANCE BETWEEN A BUILDING AND A LOT LINE, STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY, 
PAVEMENT, STREAM OR RIVERBANK, WETLAND OR OTHER DELINEATED SITE FEATURE. 

 

Setback Line: 

A line established by the Subdivision Regulations and/or zoning resolution, generally parallel 
with and measured from the lot lines, defining the limits of a yard in which no building, other 
than accessory building, or structure may be located above ground, except as may be provided 
in said codes.  (See Yards) ALSO SEE YARDS. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erosion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_quality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sediment
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Sewers, Central or Group: 

An approved sewage disposal system which provides a collection network and disposal system 
and central sewage treatment facility for a single development, community, or region. SEE 
SANITARY SEWERS. 

 

Sewers, On-Site: 

A septic tank or similar installation on an individual lot which utilizes an aerobic bacteriological 
process or equally satisfactory process for the elimination of sewage and provides for the 
proper and safe disposal of the effluent, subject to the approval of health and sanitation 
officials having jurisdiction. ON EACH INDIVIDUAL LOT, A HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT 
SYSTEM THAT COMPLIES WITH THE CURRENT REGULATIONS OF THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND THE PORTAGE COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT AND PROVIDES 
PROPER AND SAFE DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE PORTAGE 
COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT. ALSO SEE HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT 
SYSTEM. 

 

Sidewalk: 

That portion of the road right-of-way outside the roadway, which is improved for the use of 
pedestrian traffic.  Also see Walkway. 

 

Silt Fence:   

A temporary sediment barrier consisting of a filter fabric stretched across and attached to a 
post and entrenched. 

 

Silting: 

Deposition of soil particles. FINE SAND, CLAY OR OTHER MATERIAL CARRIED BY RUNNING 
WATER AND DEPOSITED AS SEDIMENT, ESPECIALLY IN A STREAM OR WATER BODY. 

 

SKETCH PLAN: 

A SKETCH OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION PREPARED FOR AN INFORMAL REVIEW TO ENABLE THE 
SUBDIVIDER TO DISCUSS OBJECTIVES AND APPLICABLE REGULATIONS AND POLICIES PRIOR TO 
FORMAL PLAN REVIEWS. 

 

Sodding: 

Stabilizing fine-graded, disturbed areas by establishing permanent grass stands with sod A 
SURFACE MAT OF GRASS AND GRASS ROOTS. 
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Soil Stabilization Blankets and Matting: 

The installation of a protective covering (blanket) or a soil stabilization SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
mat on a prepared planting area of steep slope, channel, or shoreline TO PREVENT EROSION. 

 

Storm Drain Inlet Protection: 

A sediment filter or an excavated impounding area around a storm drain drop inlet or a curb 
inlet. 

 

STORM WATER: 

THAT PORTION OF RUN-OFF THAT FLOWS FROM THE LAND SURFACE OF A SITE EITHER 
NATURALLY, IN MAN-MADE DITCHES OR IN A CLOSED CONDUIT SYSTEM. ALSO SEE RUN-OFF. 

 

STORM WATER DISTRICT: 

A VEHICLE TO IMPLEMENT AND FUND PUBLIC SERVICES RELATED TO STORM WATER QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT. 

 

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT FACILITY: 

ANY STRUCTURE, NATURAL OR MAN-MADE, THAT, DUE TO ITS CONDITION, DESIGN OR 
CONSTRUCTION, CONVEYS, STORES OR OTHERWISE AFFECTS STORM WATER RUNOFF. TYPICAL 
STORM WATER MANAGEMENT FACILITIES INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, DETENTION 
AND RETENTION BASINS OR PONDS, OPEN CHANNELS, STORM SEWERS, PIPES AND 
INFILTRATION STRUCTURES. ALSO SEE DETENTION BASIN AND RETENTION POND OR BASIN. 

 

STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWPPP): 

A PLAN PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROPRIATE GUIDELINES THAT IS REQUIRED FOR 
ANY FACILITY OR DEVELOPMENT THAT DISCHARGES STORM WATER. THE SWPPP IDENTIFIES 
POTENTIAL POLLUTANT SOURCES AND DESCRIBES PRACTICES THAT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED TO 
PREVENT OR CONTROL POLLUTANT RELEASES. 

 

Straw Bale Barrier:   

A temporary sediment barrier consisting of a row of entrenched and anchored straw bales. 

 

Street: 

See Thoroughfare, STREET OR ROAD. 

 

Subdivider: 

See Developer. 
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Subdivision: (OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 711.001(B)): 

1. The division of any parcel of land shown as a unit or as contiguous units on the last 
preceding tax roll TAX LIST AND DUPLICATE OF REAL AND PUBLIC UTILITY PROPERTY, 
into two (2) or more parcels, sites, or lots, any one of which is less than five (5) acres for 
the purpose, whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership, provided, 
however, that THE FOLLOWING ARE EXEMPT: 

A. the A division or partition of land into parcels of more than five (5) acres OR MORE 
not involving any new streets or easements of access,; 

B. and the THE sale or exchange of parcels between adjoining lot owners, where such 
sale or exchange does not create additional building sites, shall be exempted; or 

C. IF THE PLANNING AUTHORITY ADOPTS A RULE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
711.133 OF THE OHIO REVISE CODE THAT EXEMPTS FROM DIVISION (711.001 (B1)) 
ANY PARCEL OF LAND THAT IS FOUR (4) ACRES OR MORE, PARCELS IN THE SIZE 
RANGE DELINEATED IN THAT RULE.   

2. The improvement of one or more parcels of land for residential, commercial, or 
industrial structures or groups of structures involving the division or allocation of land 
for the opening, widening, or extension of any PUBLIC OR PRIVATE street or streets, 
except private streets serving industrial structures;, OR INVOLVING the division or 
allocation of land as open spaces for common use by owners, occupants, or lease 
holders, or as easements for the extension and maintenance of public OR PRIVATE 
sewer, water, storm drainage or other public SIMILAR facilities. 

 

SUBDIVISION TYPES: 

1. MAJOR SUBDIVISION: ALL SUBDIVISIONS NOT CLASSIFIED AS SUBDIVISIONS EXEMPT 
FROM PLATTING. 

2. MINOR SUBDIVISION OR SUBDIVISION EXEMPT FROM PLATTING: A PROPOSED DIVISION 
OF A PARCEL OF LAND ALONG AN EXISTING PUBLIC ROAD, INVOLVING AT LEAST ONE 
PROPOSED PARCEL LESS THAN 5.01 ACRES, AND NOT INVOLVING THE OPENING, 
WIDENING OR EXTENSION OF ANY STREETS OR ROADS, WHETHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE.  
IF AN ORIGINAL TRACT IS SUBDIVIDED INTO MORE THAN 5 LOTS, ANY ONE OF WHICH IS 
LESS THAN 5 ACRES, IT IS NO LONGER CONSIDERED A MINOR SUBDIVISION AND MUST 
BE PLATTED AS A MAJOR SUBDIVISION. 

 

Surveyor: 

A person registered to practice surveying by the state board of registration as specified in 
Section 4733.14 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

Temporary Seeding:  

The establishment of a temporary vegetative cover on disturbed areas by seeding with 
appropriate, rapidly growing annual plants. SEE SEEDING, TEMPORARY. 
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Thoroughfare, Street, or Road: 

The full width between property lines bounding every public or private way of whatever nature, 
including an easement of access, with a part thereof to be used for vehicular traffic and 
designated as follows:  A VEHICULAR WAY, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, THAT AFFORDS THE PRINCIPLE 
MEANS OF ACCESS TO ABUTTING PROPERTY. THE TERMS ‘THOROUGHFARE,’ ‘STREET’ AND 
‘ROAD’ MAY BE USED INTERCHANGEABLY IN THIS DOCUMENT. (See Illustration No. 2) 

1. Alley:  A minor street used primarily for vehicular service access to the back or side of 
properties abutting on another street.   

2. Arterial Street:  A general term denoting a highway primarily for through traffic, carrying 
heavy loads and A large volume of traffic, usually on a continuous route. 

3. Collector Street:  A thoroughfare STREET, whether within a residential, industrial, 
commercial, or other type of development, which primarily carries traffic from local 
streets to arterial streets, including the principal entrance and circulation routes within 
residential subdivisions. 

4. Cul-de-Sac:  A local street of relatively short length with one (1) end open to traffic and 
the other end terminating in a vehicular turnaround. 

5. Dead-end Street:  A street temporarily having only one (1) outlet for vehicular traffic 
and intended to be extended or continued TO ADJACENT PROPERTIES in the future, 
WHERE APPROPRIATE. 

6. Local Street:  A street primarily for providing access to residential, commercial or other 
abutting property. 

7. Loop Street:  A type of local street, each WITH endS of which THAT terminate at an 
intersection with the same arterial or collector street. and whose principal radius points 
of the hundred and eighty (180) degree system of turns are not more than one 
thousand (1,000) feet from said arterial or collector street, nor Normally THE ENDS OF 
THE LOOP STREET ARE NO more than six hundred (600) feet from each other. 

8. Marginal Access Street:  A local or collector street, parallel and adjacent to an arterial or 
collector street, providing access to abutting properties and protection from HEAVIER 
TRAFFIC ON arterial or collector streets.  (Also called a Frontage Street.) 

9. PRIVATE STREET:  A STREET PROVIDING VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES OR GROUPS OF STRUCTURES 
THAT IS NOT DEDICATED AS A PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. PRIVATE STREETS ARE 
MAINTAINED BY THE OWNERS OR AN ASSOCIATION OF THE OWNERS. 

10. PUBLIC STREET: A STREET UNDER THE CONTROL OF AND KEPT BY THE PUBLIC, 
ESTABLISHED BY REGULAR GOVERNMENTAL PROCEEDINGS OR DEDICATED BY THE 
OWNER OF THE LAND AND ACCEPTED BY THE PROPER AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID STREET. 
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Figure 2: Classification of the Thoroughfare System 

 

Through Lot: 

See Lot Types. 

 

TR-55 Software: 

The Soil Conservation Service method of calculating run-off from developing areas. 

 

TRAIL: 

AN OFF-ROAD PATH GENERALLY FOR NON-MOTORIZED RECREATIONAL USE THAT CAN SERVE 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE MODE OF TRANSPORTATION. TRAIL CHARACTERISTICS VARY DEPENDING 
ON LOCATION AND TYPE.  
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Transfer of Development Rights: 

The conveyance of development rights by deed, easement, or other legal instrument, 
authorized by ordinance, resolution or regulation, to another parcel of land and the recording 
of that conveyance. 

 

Transportation Plan: 

See County Highway Plan. 

 

UTILITY: 

ANY CLOSELY REGULATED AGENCY WHICH, UNDER PUBLIC FRANCHISE OR OWNERSHIP, OR 
UNDER CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY, PROVIDES THE PUBLIC WITH 
ELECTRICITY, GAS, HEAT, STEAM, COMMUNICATION, RAIL TRANSPORTATION, WATER, SEWAGE 
COLLECTION, OR OTHER SIMILAR SERVICES.  

 

Variance: 

A variance is a REQUESTED modification of the strict terms of the relevant SPECIFIC regulations 
where such modification will not be contrary to the public interest and where, owing to 
conditions peculiar to the property and not the result of the action of the applicant, a literal 
enforcement of the regulations would result in an extraordinarily and unnecessary hardship. 

 

Vegetative Buffer Strip:   

Established area of grass, sod, or trees between a waterway, river, stream, ditch, lake or pond. 

 

Vicinity Map: 

A drawing located on the preliminary plan and/or plat which sets forth by dimensions or other 
means, the relationship of the proposed Subdivision or use to other nearby, developments or 
landmarks and community facilities and services within Portage County in order to better locate 
and orient the area in question.  A MAP SHOWING THE LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT IN RELATION TO ABUTTING PROPERTIES, MAJOR STREETS AND OTHER KNOWN 
LANDMARKS. 

 

Walkway: 

A dedicated public way, four (4) feet or more in width, for pedestrian use only, whether along 
the side of a road or not. ALSO SEE SIDEWALK. 

 

WATER SUPPLY, PRIVATE: 

ANY WATER SYSTEM, OTHER THAN A PUBLIC SYSTEM, FOR THE PROVISION OF WATER FOR 
HUMAN CONSUMPTION, IF THE SYSTEM HAS FEWER THAN 15 SERVICE CONNECTIONS AND 
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DOES NOT REGULARLY SERVE AN AVERAGE OF AT LEAST 25 INDIVIDUALS DAILY AT LEAST SIXTY 
(60) DAYS A YEAR, OR AS DEFINED IN OAC 3701-28-01. 

 

Watershed: 

The drainage basin in which the subdivision drains or that land whose drainage is affected by 
the subdivision. A REGION DRAINING TO A SPECIFIC STREAM, RIVER, RIVER SYSTEM OR BODY 
OF WATER. 

 

Wetlands: 

Areas in the landscape that have hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and have water at or near 
the surface part or most of the year. THOSE AREAS INUNDATED OR SATURATED BY SURFACE OR 
GROUNDWATER AT A FREQUENCY AND DURATION SUFFICIENT TO SUPPORT, AND THAT UNDER 
NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES DO SUPPORT, A PREVALENCE OF VEGETATION TYPICALLY ADAPTED 
FOR LIFE IN SATURATED SOIL CONDITIONS. WETLANDS GENERALLY INCLUDE SWAMPS, 
MARSHES, BOGS AND SIMILAR AREAS. (U.S. EPA REGULATIONS LISTED AT 40 CFR 230.3(T)) 

 

Work, The: 

The work is all work ALL ACTIVITIES specified herein or indicated on RELATED TO the plans AND 
CONSTRUCTION of the contemplated ImprovementS covered by these regulations and 
supplemental agreements thereto. 

 

Yard: 

A required open space other than a court unoccupied and unobstructed by any structure or 
portion of a structure from three (3) feet above the general ground level of the graded lot 
upward; provided, accessories, ornaments, and furniture may be permitted in any yard, subject 
to height limitations and requirements limiting obstruction of visibility.  A REQUIRED AREA ON A 
LOT UNOCCUPIED BY STRUCTURES ABOVE GRADE EXCEPT FOR PROJECTIONS AND THE SPECIFIC 
MINOR USES OR STRUCTURES ALLOWED IN SUCH AREAS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THESE OR 
LOCAL ZONING REGULATIONS. A YARD EXTENDS FROM THE GROUND UPWARD. (See 
Illustration No. FIGURE 2) 

1. Yard, Front Yard:  A yard extending between side lot lines across the front of a lot and 
from the front lot line to the front of the principal building. 

2. Yard, Rear Yard:  A yard extending between side lot lines across the rear of a lot and 
from the rear lot line to the rear of the principal building. 

3. Yard, Side Yard:  A yard extending from the principal building to the side lot line on both 
sides of the principal building between the lines establishing the front and rear yards. 
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Figure 2: Yard Types 

 

 

ZONING, ZONING REGULATIONS: 

THE DIVISION OF A COMMUNITY BY LEGISLATIVE REGULATION INTO AREAS, ZONES OR 
DISTRICTS WITHIN WHICH THE COMMUNITY MAY DICTATE THE SIZE, LOCATION AND USE OF 
BUILDINGS OR LAND. 


