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120.13 County public defender commission.

(A) The county commissioners in any county may establish a county public defender commission. The commission
shall have five members, three of whom shall be appointed by the board of county commissioners, and two by the
judge, or the presiding judge if there is one, of the court of common pleas of the county. At least one member
appointed by each of these appointing bodies shall be an attorney admitted to the practice of law in this state.

(B) The board of county commissioners shall select a specific day for the county public defender commission to be
established and on which all members' appointments shall take effect, and shall notify the Ohio public defender
commission of the date.

(C) Of the initial appointments made to the county public defender commission, two appointments by the county
commissioners and one appointment by the court shall be for a term of two years ending two years after the date the
commission is established, and one appointment by each of the appointing bodies shall be for a term ending four years
after the date the commission is established. Thereafter, terms of office shall be for four years, each term ending on
the same day of the same month of the year as did the term which it succeeds. Each member shall hold office from
the date of appointment until the end of the term for which the member was appointed. Any member appointed to fill
a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the member's predecessor was appointed shall hold
office for the remainder of such term. Any member shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of the
member's term until a successor takes office, or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first.

(D) The members of the commission shall choose as chairperson one of the commission members, who shall serve as
chairperson for two years. Meetings shall be held at least quarterly and at such other times as called by the
chairperson or by request of the county public defender. Members of the commission may receive an amount fixed by
the county commissioners, but not in excess of the amounts set for the members of the Ohio public defender
commission pursuant to section 124.14 of the Revised Code per diem for every meeting of the board they attend, and
necessary expenses including mileage for each mile necessarily traveled.

(E) The county commissioners may terminate the county public defender commission at any time if at least ninety
days prior to termination, the commissioners notify the Ohio public defender commission in writing of the termination
date. Upon the termination date all pending county public defender matters shall be transferred to the state public

defender, a joint county public defender, or appointed counsel,

(F) The cost of representation in all matters assumed by the state public defender shall be charged to the counties in
accordance with division (D) of section 120.06 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 11-15-1981; 09-29-2005.
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120.14 County public defender commission - powers and duties.

(A)

(1) Except as provided in division (A)(2) of this section, the county public defender commission shall appoint the
county public defender and may remove him from office only for good cause.

(2) If a county public defender commission contracts with the state public defender or with one or more nonprofit
organizations for the state public defender or the organizations to provide all of the services that the county public
defender is required or permitted to provide by this chapter, the commission shall not appoint a county public
defender.

(B) The commission shall determine the qualifications and size of the supporting staff and facilities and other
requirements needed to maintain and operate the office of the county public defender.

(C) In administering the office of county public defender, the commission shall:

(1) Recommend to the county commissioners an annual operating budget which is subject to the review, amendment,
and approval of the board of county commissioners;

(2)

(a) Make an annual report to the county commissioners and the Ohio public defender commission on the operation of
the county public defender's office, including complete and detailed information on finances and costs that separately
states costs and expenses that are reimbursable under section 120.35 of the Revised Code, and any other data and
information requested by the state public defender;

(b) Make monthly reports relating to reimbursement and associated case data pursuant to the rules of the Ohio public
defender commission to the board of county commissioners and the Ohio public defender commission on the total
costs of the public defender's office,

(3) Cooperate with the Ohio public defender commission in maintaining the standards established by rules of the Ohio
public defender commission pursuant to divisions (B) and (C) of section 120.03 of the Revised Code, and cooperate
with the state public defender in his programs providing technical aid and assistance to county systems.

(D) The commission may accept the services of volunteer workers and consultants at no compensation except
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses.

(E) The commission may contract with any municipal corporation, within the county served by the county public
defender, for the county public defender to provide legal representation for indigent persons who are charged with a
violation of the ordinances of the municipal corporation.

(F) A county public defender commission, with the approval of the board of county commissioners regarding all
provisions that pertain to the financing of defense counsel for indigent persons, may contract with the state public
defender or with any nonprofit organization, the primary purpose of which is to provide legal representation to
indigent persons, for the state public defender or the organization to provide all or any part of the services that a
county public defender is required or permitted to provide by this chapter. A contract entered into pursuant to this
division may provide for payment for the services provided on a per case, hourly, or fixed contract basis. The state
public defender and any nonprofit organization that contracts with a county public defender commission pursuant to
this division shall do all of the following:

(1) Comply with all standards established by the rules of the Ohio public defender commission;

(2) Comply with all standards established by the state public defender;
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(3) Comply with all statutory duties and other laws applicable to county public defenders.

Effective Date: 09-26-1984,
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120.15 County public defender - powers and duties.

(A) The county public defender shall be appointed by the county public defender commission for a term not to exceed
four years. He shall be an attorney with a minimum of two years experience in the practice of law and be admitted to
the practice of law in Ohio at least one year prior to his appointment.

(B) In carrying out the responsibilities and performing the duties of his office, the county public defender shall:

(1) Maintain an office, approved by the commission, provided with a library of adequate size, considering the needs of
the office and the accessibility of other libraries, and other necessary facilities and equipment;

(2) Keep and maintain financial records of all cases handled and develop records for use in the calculation of direct
and indirect costs in the operation of the office and report monthly pursuant to the rules of the Ohio public defender
commission to the county public defender commission and to the Ohio public defender commission on all relevant data
on the operations of the office, costs, projected needs, and recommendations for legislation or amendments to court
rules, as may be appropriate to improve the criminal justice system;

(3) Collect all moneys due from contracts with municipal corporations or for reimbursement for legal services under
this chapter and institute such actions in court for the collection of such sums as he considers advisable. All moneys
collected or received by the public defender shall be paid into the county treasury to the credit of the general revenue
fund.

(4) Appoint assistant county public defenders and all other personnel necessary to the functioning of the county public
defender's office, subject to the authority of the county public defender commission to determine the size and
qualifications of the staff pursuant to division (B) of section 120.14 of the Revised Code. All assistant county public
defenders shall be admitted to the practice of law in Ohio, and may be appointed on a full or part-time basis.

(C) The county public defender may exercise the rights authorized in division (C) of section 120.04 of the Revised
Code.

(D) The county public defender shall determine indigency of persons, subject to review by the court, in the same
manner as provided in section 120.05 of the Revised Code. Each monthly report submitted to the board of county
commissioners and the state public defender shall include a certification by the county public defender that all persons
provided representation by the county public defender's office during the month covered by the report were indigent
under the standards of the Ohio public defender commission.

Effective Date: 09-26-1984,
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