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Chapter 167: REGIONAL COUNCILS OF GOVERNMENTS

167.01 Regional councils of government.

That governing bodies of any two or more counties, municipal corporations, townships, special
districts, school districts, or other political subdivisions may enter into an agreement with each other,
or with the governing bodies of any counties, municipal corporations, townships, special districts,
school districts or other political subdivisions of any other state to the extent that laws of such other
state permit, for establishment of a regional council consisting of such political subdivisions.

Effective Date: 11-17-1967.

167.02 Membership.

(A) Membership in the regional council shall be the counties, municipal corporations, townships, special
districts, school districts, and other political subdivisions entering into the agreement establishing the
council or admitted to membership subsequently pursuant to the agreement establishing the council or
the bylaws of the council. Representation on the council may be in the manner as provided in the
agreement establishing the council.

(B) If the agreement establishing the council does not set forth the manner for determining
representation on the council such representation shall consist of one representative from each county,
municipal corporation, township, special district, school district, or other political subdivision entering
into the agreement, or subsequently admitted to membership in the council. The representative from
each member county, municipal corporation, township, special district, school district, or other political
subdivision shall be elected chief executive thereof, or, if such county, municipal corporation, township,
special district, school district, or other political subdivision does not have an elected chief executive, a
member of its governing body chosen by such body to be its representative.

(C) The director of development shall assist the council in securing the cooperation of all appropriate
agencies of the state or of the United States to aid in promoting the orderly growth and development
of the area, solving the problems of local government, and discharging the responsibilities and duties
of local government in the most efficient possible manner.

(D) Any county, municipal corporation, township, special district, school district, or other political
subdivision which has become a member of the council may withdraw by formal action of its governing
board and upon sixty days notice to council after such action, or in the manner provided in the
agreement establishing the council, provided no such procedure relative to withdrawals in the
agreement establishing the council shall require the political subdivision desiring to withdraw to retain
its membership in the council for a period in excess of two years.

Effective Date: 11-13-1992.
167.03 Powers.
(A) The council shall have the power to:

(1) Study such arsa governmental problems common to two or more members of the council as it
deems appropriate, including but not limited to matters affecting health, safety, welfare, education,
economic conditions, and regional development;
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(2) Promote cooperative arrangements and coordinate action among its members, and between its
members and other agencies of local or state governments, whether or not within Ohio, and the
federal government;

(3) Make recommendations for review and action to the members and other public agencies that
perform functions within the region;

(4) Promote cooperative agreements and contracts among its members or other governmental
agencies and private persons, corporations, or agencies;

(5) Operate a public safety answering point in accordance with Chapter 128. of the Revised Code;

(6) Perform planning directly by personnel of the council, or under contracts between the council and
other public or private planning agencies.

(B) The council may:

(1) Review, evaluate, comment upon, and make recommendations, relative to the planning and
programming, and the location, financing, and scheduling of public facility projects within the region
and affecting the development of the area;

(2) Act as an areawide agency to perform comprehensive planning for the programming, locating,
financing, and scheduling of public facility projects within the region and affecting the development of
the area and for other proposed land development or uses, which projects or uses have public
metropolitan wide or inter jurisdictional significance;

(3) Act as an agency for coordinating, based on metropolitan wide comprehensive planning and
programming, local public policies, and activities affecting the development of the region or area.

(C) The council may, by appropriate action of the governing bodies of the members, perform such
other functions and duties as are performed or capable of performance by the members and necessary
or desirable for dealing with problems of mutual concern.

(D) The authority granted to the council by this section or in any agreement by the members thereof
shall not displace any existing municipal, county, regional, or other planning commission or planning
agency in the exercise of its statutory powers.

(E) A council, with an educational service center as its fiscal agent, that is established to provide health
care benefits to the council members' officers and employees and their dependents may contract to
administer and coordinate a self-funded health benefit program of a nonprofit corporation organized
under Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code.

Amended by 132nd General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 49, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2017.
Amended by 130th General Assembly File No. 25, HB 59, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2013.
Amended by 129th General AssemblyFile No.166, HB 360, §1, eff. 12/20/2012.
Amended by 129th General AssemblyFile No.64, HB 225, §1, eff. 3/22/2012.

Effective Date: 03-18-1969 .
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167.04 Adoption of by-laws.

(A) The regional council of governments shall adopt by-laws, by a majority vote of its members,
designating the officers of the council and the method of their selection, creating a governing board
that may act for the council as provided in the by-laws, and providing for the conduct of its business.

(B) The by-laws of the regional council of governments shall provide for the appointment of a fiscal
officer, who may hold any other office or employment with the council, and who shall receive, deposit,
invest, and disburse the funds of the council in the manner authorized by the by-laws or action by the
council.

(C) The by-laws of a regional council of governments the members of which include, under sections
167.01 and 167.02 of the Revised Code, at least eight counties may include a provision authorizing
member attendance and voting at council meetings either in person or by proxy.

(D)

(1) within ten business days after forming a regional council of governments, the officers of the council
shall notify the auditor of state of the regional council's formation and shall provide on a form
prescribed by the auditor of state the information regarding the regional council that the auditor of
state considers necessary.

(2) As used in this division, "business day" means a day of the week, excluding Saturday, Sunday, or a
legal holiday as defined in section 1.14 of the Revised Code.

Amended by 129th General AssemblyFile No.127, HB 487, §101.01, eff. 6/11/2012.
Effective Date: 11-17-1967; 2007 HB119 09-29-2007

167.041 .

An educational service center serving as a fiscal agent for a regional council of governments may
establish a program for the council in which the fiscal agent may enter into agreements with the
governing body of one or more member governments to lend money to the member or members for
the purpose of improving infrastructure within the territory of the member or members located within
this state.

Amended by 131st General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 64, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2015.

167.05 Employing personnel.

The council may employ such staff and contract for the services of such consultants and experts, and
may purchase or lease or otherwise provide for such supplies, materials, equipment, and facilities as it
deems necessary and appropriate in the manner and under procedures established by the by-laws of
the council.

Effective Date: 11-17-1967.

167.06 Financing programs and operations.

(A) The governing bodies of the member governments may appropriate funds to meet the expenses of
the council. Services of personnel, use of equipment, and office space, and other necessary services
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may be accepted from members as part of their financial support. The members of the council, or the
state of Ohio, its departments, agencies, instrumentalities, or political subdivisions or any
governmental unit may give to the council moneys, real property, personal property, or services. The
council may establish schedules of dues to be paid by its voting members to aid the financing of the
operations and programs of the council in the manner provided in the agreement establishing the
council or in the by-laws of the council. The council may permit non-member political subdivisions to
participate in any of its activities regardiess of whether such political subdivisions have paid dues to
the council.

(B) The council may accept funds, grants, gifts, and services from the government of the United States
or its agencies, from this state or its departments, agencies, instrumentalities, or from political
subdivisions or from any other governmental unit whether participating in the council or not, and from
private and civic sources.

(C) A regional council of governments established to provide health care benefits to the member
governments' employees and the employees' dependents may pool funds received from all the
members of the council, including members from other states to the extent that the laws of such other
states permit, for the payment of health care related claims and expenses.

(D) The council shall make an annual report of its activities to the member governments.
Amended by 131st General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 64, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2015.
Effective Date: 11-17-1967 .

167.07 Membership not a public office.

Membership on the council and holding an office of the council does not constitute the holding of a
public office or employment within the meaning of any section of the Revised Code. Membership on the
council and holding an office of the council shall not constitute an interest, either direct or indirect, in a
contract or expenditure of money by any municipal corporation, township, special district, school
district, county, or other political subdivision. No member or officer of the council shall be disqualified
from holding any public office or employment, nor shall such member or officer forfeit any such office
or employment, by reason of his position as an officer or member of the council, notwithstanding any
law to the contrary.

Effective Date: 11-17-1967.

167.08 Contracts for service.

The appropriate officials, authorities, boards, or bodies of counties, municipal corporations, townships,
special districts, school districts, or other political subdivisions may contract with any council
established pursuant to sections 167.01 to 167.07, inclusive, of the Revised Code to receive any
service from such council or to provide any service to such council. Such contracts may also authorize
the council to perform any function or render any service in behalf of such counties, municipal
corporations, townships, special districts, school districts, or other political subdivisions, which such
counties, municipal corporations, townships, special districts, school districts, or other Dpolitical
subdivisions may perform or render.

Effective Date: 11-17-1967.
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167.081 Authority of regional council to contract on a per unit basis.

A regional council may enter into a contract that establishes a unit price for, and provides upon a per
unit basis, materials, labor, services, overhead, profit, and associated expenses for the repair,
enlargement, improvement, or demolition of a building or structure if the contract is awarded pursuant
to a competitive bidding procedure of a county, municipal corperation, or township or a special district,
school district, or other political subdivision that is a council member; a statewide consortium of which
the council is a member; or a multistate consortium of which the council is a member,

A public notice requirement pertaining to the contract shall be considered as having been met if the
public notice is given once a week for at least two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation within a county in this state in which the council has members and if the notice is posted on
the council's internet web site for at least two consecutive weeks before the date specified for receiving
bids.

A county, municipal corporation, or township and a special district, school district, or other political
subdivision that is a council member may participate in a contract entered into under this section.
Purchases under a contract entered into under this section are exempt from any competitive selection
or bidding requirements otherwise required by law. A county, municipal corporation, or township or a
special district, school district, or other political subdivision that is a member of the council is not
entitled to participate in a contract entered into under this section if it has received bids for the same
work under another contract, unless participation in a contract under this section will enable the
member to cbtain the same work, upon the same terms, conditions, and specifications, at a lower
price.

Added by 129th General AssemblyFile No.28, HB 153, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2011.

167.10 Qualifying council defined - gaeneral powers,

(A) As used in this section and sections 167.101 to 167.105 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Qualifying council" means a regional council established under section 167.01 of the Revised Code
to which both of the following requirements apply:

(2) The council's membership is composed primarily of city, local, and exempted village school
districts, or any combination of such districts;

(b) The council is an information technology center approved under section 3301.075 of the Revised
Code.

(2) "Securities" means bonds, notes, or other evidence of obligation issued in temporary or permanent
form, including book-entry securities.

(B) A qualifying council may acquire, construct, and otherwise improve real and personal property to
be used by or for the benefit of the qualifying council or one or more of its members. The acquisition,
construction, and improvement may be financed by cash, installment payments with or without a
mortgage, lease-purchase agreements, leases with an option to purchase, or securities issued
pursuant to section 167.101 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.
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167.101 Issuance of securities by qualifvinag council.

(A) A qualifying council may issue securities only for the purpose described in section 167.10 of the
Revised Code. The securities may be secured only by the following:

(1) A pledge of and lien on the revenue of the qualifying council, or such lesser portion of the revenue
as may be designated by the qualifying council, whether derived from agreements with its members
and other persons or from its ownership or operation of any property, including available rates,
charges, rents, interest subsidies, debt charges, grants, or payments by federal or state agencies, but
excluding funds received pursuant to section 3301.075 of the Revised Code;

(2) Covenants of the qualifying council to maintain rentals, rates, and charges to produce revenue
sufficient to do all of the following:

(a) Pay all the current expenses of the property financed with the proceeds of the securities;
(b) Pay the debt charges on the securities;

(c) Establish and maintain any contractually required special funds relating to the securities or the
property acquired, constructed, or improved.

(B) The qualifying council may issue securities to fund or refund the securities issued pursuant to
division (A) of this section. The qualifying council also may issue securities in anticipation of the
proceeds of the securities issued pursuant to this section.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.

167,102 Qualifying council securities as special obligations.

Securities issued under section 167.101 of the Revised Code are special obligation securities and are
not general obligations of the state, the issuing qualifying council, the members of the issuing
qualifying council, or any political subdivision of the state. Such securities shall not constitute debt for
which the full faith and credit of the state, the issuing qualifying council, the members of the issuing
qualifying council, or any political subdivision of the state may be pledged. The holder or owner of the
securities shall have no right to have money raised by taxation by the state or any political subdivision
of the state obligated or pledged, and money so raised shall not be obligated or pledged, for the
payment of principal or interest or premium on such securities, and each security shall bear on its face
a statement to that effect. Money received by the qualifying council pursuant te section 167.06 of the
Revised Code shall not be considered money raised by taxation.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.

167.103 Documents executed by qualifying council officers.

The officers authorized by a qualifying council issuing securities under section 167.101 of the Revised
Code shall execute the necessary documents to provide for the pledge, protection, and disposition of
the pledged revenues from which debt charges and any special fund deposits are to be paid. Those
necessary documents include the issued securities, trust agreements, leases, and other financing
documents.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.
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167.104 Maximum maturity of gualifying council securities.

The maximum maturity of securities issued under section 167.101 of the Revised Code shall be
governed by section 133.20 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.

167.105 Application of laws governing state-issued securities.

Except for sections 9.98 to 9.983 and 167.10 to 167.105 of the Revised Code, the securities issued
under section 167.101 of the Revised Code shall not be subject to any other provision of the Revised
Code governing the issuance of securities by the state, its agencies, or any political subdivision of the
state.

Effective Date: 2007 HB119 09-29-2007.
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