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Dear Portage County:

Since learning of the OhioEPA’s NPDES 
Phase II Program in 2002, the Board of Com-
missioners (BOC) has been exploring opƟons 
for compliance with this unfunded mandate. 
The NPDES program requires regulated com-
muniƟes to develop storm water quality 
controls in a minimum of six pracƟce areas. 
Three of the six minimum control measures 
(Illicit Discharge DetecƟon and EliminaƟon, 
ConstrucƟon Storm Water Management, 
and Post-ConstrucƟon Storm Water Man-
agement) require the County to adopt new 
regulaƟons and provide staff to implement 
and enforce these new rules.  

In order to address these requirements, 
the BOC established a Steering CommiƩee 
and Storm Water Task Force consisƟng of 
representaƟves from local public agencies, 
township officials, and partner municipal 
officials. In 2006, these groups created a 
series of rules to address compliance with 
the NPDES program.  However, the rules 
were not adopted by the BOC as funding for 
the implementaƟon and enforcement of the 
proposed rules was not available. The 
County General Fund does not operate with 
adequate reserves to fund this program 
without cuƫng funding from other depart-
ments. 

Following the submiƩal of the 2008 
Annual Report for the Portage County Storm 
Water Management Program, OhioEPA 
informed the BOC that the program was in 
full compliance with the NPDES require-
ments, except for the adopƟon, implemen-
taƟon, and enforcement of the above-
menƟoned rules. OhioEPA also informed the 
BOC that failure to adopt the rules could 
result in enforcement acƟon of up to 
$10,000 per day per violaƟon against 
Portage County.

In order to complete compliance with the 
NPDES program requirements and avoid 
potenƟal enforcement acƟon from OhioEPA, 
the BOC will be adopƟng the proposed rules 
and a Storm Water District to manage the 
Storm Water Program. As part of the Storm 
Water District, property owners within unin-
corporated Portage County will be charged a 
storm water user fee beginning in 2010.

This is not a decision the BOC considers 
lightly. We understand for many the imposi-
Ɵon of a new user fee is burdensome, espe-
cially in this economy. However, given the 
threat of enforcement acƟon from OhioEPA, 
the BOC does not see an alternaƟve.  

We are sure many of our ciƟzens will have 
quesƟons regarding the Storm Water District 
over the next few months, and we will do 
everything in our power to address your 
concerns.

A Message from the Board of Commissioners



water user fee based on the amount of 
impervious surfaces (pavement, concrete, 
buildings, etc.) contained on each parcel.  
ResidenƟal parcels will be charged a flat rate 
of $3.00 per month.  Non-residenƟal parcels 
will be charged based on the actual amount 
of impervious surface per parcel at a 
monthly rate of $3.00 / Equivalent Residen-
Ɵal Unit (calculated as 5,800 square feet or 
less).  User fees will be billed twice annually 
on the property tax duplicate.  

Monthly User Fee
Comparison with 

Ohio CommuniƟes

Barberton       $5.00 / ERU
NEORSD       $4.75 (Proposed)
Lancaster       $4.64
Wadsworth       $4.50
Columbus       $4.13
Broadview Heights      $4.00
Tallmadge       $3.00
Mason       $3.00
Ravenna       $3.00
Portage County      $3.00 (Proposed)
Lake County (Tier 2)      $2.50
Cuyahoga Falls      $2.50 

The EPA NPDES
Phase II Program

In 2003, during the first term of President 
George W. Bush, the U.S. Environmental 
ProtecƟon Agency (USEPA) rolled out the 
NaƟonal Pollutant Discharge EliminaƟon 
System (NPDES) Phase II program, which 
regulated storm water management for 
small urban and urbanizing areas (including 
Portage County). In Ohio, the USEPA has 
delegated management responsibility for 
the NPDES program to the OhioEPA.

The NPDES program was established by 
Congressional mandates from the 1970’s 
Clean Water Act. The Phase II program 
requires communiƟes to develop a storm 
water management plan and implement 
storm water quality controls in six minimum 
pracƟce areas:

Public EducaƟon: DistribuƟng educa-
Ɵonal materials and performing out-
reach to inform ciƟzens about the 
impacts polluted storm water runoff 
discharges can have on water quality.

Public Involvement: Providing opportu-
niƟes for ciƟzens to parƟcipate in 
program development and implementa-
Ɵon, including effecƟvely publicizing 
public hearings and/or encouraging 
ciƟzen representaƟves on a storm water 
management panel.

Illicit Discharge DetecƟon and Elimina-
Ɵon: Developing and implemenƟng a 
plan to detect and eliminate illicit 
discharges to the storm water system 
(includes developing a system map and 
informing the community about hazards 
associated with illegal discharges).

ConstrucƟon Storm Water Manage-
ment: Developing, implemenƟng, and 
enforcing an erosion and sediment 
control program for construcƟon acƟvi-
Ɵes that disturb 1 or more acres of land. 

Post-ConstrucƟon Storm Water Man-
agement: Developing, implemenƟng, 
and enforcing a program to address 
discharges of post-construcƟon storm 
water runoff from development & rede-
velopment areas.
  
Good Housekeeping: Developing and 
implemenƟng a program with the goal 
of prevenƟng or reducing pollutant 
runoff from municipal operaƟons.

Funding for NDPES Phase II program com-
pliance is not provided by the federal or 
state government.  Local regulated commu-
niƟes are responsible for developing funding 
vehicles for the program at the local level.  
CommuniƟes that fail to comply with the 
requirements of the NPDES Phase II program 
are subject to enforcement acƟon from the 
OhioEPA, including potenƟal fines of up to 
$10,000 per day per violaƟon.

What is a
Storm Water District?

Ohio Revised Code Chapter 6117 enables 
County Commissioners to establish districts 
for the purposes of acquiring, construcƟng, 
maintaining, and operaƟng sanitary and 
storm water faciliƟes within the district 
boundaries.  Specific enabling powers are 
authorized for establishing districts for the 
purposes of complying with the require-
ments of the OhioEPA NPDES Phase II 
program.

  

How Will the Storm
Water District Affect Me?

All properƟes within unincorporated 
Portage County will be included in the 
proposed Storm Water District.  Although 
many of the required administraƟve duƟes 
will be behind the scenes, residents and 
businesses will see addiƟonal public educa-
Ɵon programs, illicit discharge eliminaƟon 
efforts, storm water and erosion control 
regulaƟon for construcƟon sites, and main-
tenance of post-construcƟon storm water 
quality faciliƟes, all as required by the Ohio-
EPA NPDES Phase II program.  

Services provided by the Storm Water 
District will be financed through a storm 
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